
127th Legislature
First Regular Session 

2015 Legislation in Review

MECASA worked on a wide range of bills this session, many of which we supported and which are now law. 
Summaries of the new public laws and most of either the complete public law or relevant excerpts can be found in 
the following pages. A few highlights include the passage of:

• LD 199 which, among other things, outlaws employers from prohibiting or discouraging their employees from 
making mandated reports to Child Protective Services. (Sponsor: Sen. Bill Diamond)

• LD 679 which creates a new crime of “Unauthorized Dissemination of Certain Private Images” to address the 
form of image exploitation commonly known as revenge porn. (Sponsor: Rep. Ken Fredette)

• LD 774 which provides another avenue for victims to seek restitution. (Sponsor: Rep. Barry Hobbins) 
• LD 861 which provides significant new protections for victims of sexual violence (including sex trafficking), 

victims of domestic violence, and victims of stalking with regard to housing. (Sponsor: Sen. Bill Diamond)
• LD 921 which provides remedies for victims who were wrongfully denied workplace leave. (Sponsor: Rep. 

Matthea Daughtry)
• LD 1180 which will require steps to improve schools’ engagement in child sexual abuse intervention. (Sponsor: 

Rep. Joyce Maker)
• LD 1413 which allows an attorney to provide an oral or written statement on behalf a victim at a sentencing 

hearing. (Sponsor: Rep. Erin Herbig)

We are grateful to the sponsors of these bills and to our statewide partners for their work to help pass them.

As always, there were a range of bills which were not passed this session. Among them were two bills which 
MECASA felt needed to be significantly amended if they were going to be passed. Those bills would have 
criminalized consensual relationships between patients and their healthcare providers and clergy members and 
their parishioners. In addition, unfortunately, the Legislature upheld the Governor’s veto of a bill which would 
have converted an at large seat on the Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse to one named for the 
Wabanaki Women’s Coalition. We plan to revisit that issue in the 128th session.

Finally, there were a number of bills that were carried over to next session for further consideration, and on which 
we plan to work with the interested parties between now and next session. Those include:

• LD 268, “An Act Regarding the Penobscot Nation’s and Passamaquoddy Tribe’s Authority to Exercise 
Jurisdiction under the Federal Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010 and the Federal Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013”

• LD 622, “An Act to Require Training of Mandated Reporters under the Child Abuse Laws”
• LD 951, “An Act to Restore Judicial Discretion in the Administration of Fines”
• LD 1114, “An Act to Protect Maine’s Children from Sexual Abuse and Exploitation”

If you have questions about the bills featured in this report please feel free to contact us at info@mecasa.org or 
207-626-0034. Selected Public Laws are attached after this report.



LD 1275: An Act Regarding Notice to the Public      Public Law 76
Pertaining to a Resident Person Deported from 
Canada to the United States for Committing a 
Sex Offense against a Child
Sponsor: Representative Lori A. Fowle

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 76 authorizes a law enforcement agency that obtains from the United 
States Customs and Border Protection written documentation that a person resident in the 
jurisdiction of the agency has been deported from Canada to the United States because the person 
was convicted in Canada of a sex offense against a child to provide notice to the public as determined 
by the agency to be appropriate to ensure the public safety. The law states that neither the failure to 
perform the actions permitted by the bill nor the taking of actions in compliance with the bill subjects 
any state, municipal or county official or employee to liability in a civil action.

LD 379: An Act To Create the Sex Offender       Public Law 86
Management and Risk Assessment  
Sponsors: Senator Bill Diamond & Representative Lori A. Fowle 

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 86 moves the law establishing the Sex Offender Risk Assessment 
Advisory Commission from Title 17-A to Title 34-A and changes the name of the commission to 
the Sex Offender Management and Risk Assessment Advisory Commission. The law changes the 
commission’s powers and duties by requiring the commission to study and offer amendments to the 
sex offender registration and notification laws and allowing the commission to accept funding.

2

2015 Bills Passed

LD 774: An Act To Assist Victims                Public Law 109
of Crime To Obtain Restitution 
Sponsor: Representative Barry Hobbins

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 109 provides a civil remedy for victims of crime when restitution has not 
been paid as ordered. Chapter 109 requires that an order to make restitution be entered by the clerk 
in the same manner as a judgment in a civil action at the request of the attorney for the State or a 
person entitled to restitution under the order. After the order is entered in the same manner as a 
judgment in a civil action, the order is deemed a money judgment enforceable in accordance with 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, chapter 502.



LD 199: An Act To Improve the Reporting of Child Abuse               Public Law 117
Sponsor: Senator Bill Diamond

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 117 requires a mandated reporter of child abuse and neglect to acknowledge 
in writing that the mandated reporter has received confirmation that the report has been made by 
the institution, facility or agency to the department. If the mandated reporter does not receive that 
confirmation within 24 hours of notifying the institution, facility or agency, the mandated reporter is 
required to report directly to the department. An employer is prohibited from taking any action to 
prevent or discourage an employee from making a report. Chapter 117 adds similar requirements for 
reports that must be made to the appropriate district attorney’s office.
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It is now illegal for an 
employer to discourage 

or forbid their employee 
from making a mandated 

report to DHHS. 

LD 206: An Act To Clarify        Public Law 153
Restrictions on Disclosure 
of E-9-1-1 System Information
Sponsor: Representative Barry Hobbins

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 153 amends the 
confidentiality provisions regarding the E-9-1-1 
system to provide that personally identifying 
information of a caller, a person receiving medical
services or any other third party mentioned in an E-9-1-1 call is confidential. It amends the current 
definition of “confidential information” and defines “personally identifying information” and “medical 
information.” In addition, chapter 153 allows release of audio recordings of E-9-1-1 calls to a person 
accused of a crime or that person’s agent or attorney for the purposes of trial and sentencing if 
authorized by the prosecutor or prosecutorial office or a rule or order of a court of competent 
jurisdiction.

LD 1238: An Act To Allow the Release of Child       Public Law 194
Protective Records to Certain Providers of Child 
and Adult Services
Sponors: Senator Eric Brakey & Representative Deborah Sanderson

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 194 amends the Child and Family Services and Child Protection Act to 
make it clear that, in addition to searching and providing information in its records to professional 
and occupational licensing boards, the Department of Health and Human Services also may provide 
information for a person or employer to conduct background or employment-related screening for 
persons to engage in child-related activities or employment or activities or employment relating to 
disabled adults. This change is based on the federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act.
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LD 1112: An Act To Make Technical Changes to      Public Law 280
the Sex Offender Registration and Notification 
Acts of 1999 and 2013
Sponsor: Representative Lori A. Fowle

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 280 amends the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999 and 
the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 2013 to make technical changes.

With respect to the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999, Chapter 280:
1. Amends the Act to provide that, with respect to individuals convicted in other jurisdictions, 

only those individuals convicted before September 18, 1999 may apply for relief from the 
registration requirement, in order to parallel the provision applicable to registrants with Maine 
convictions. It also amends the law to require persons found not criminally responsible to be 
included in reinstating the registration requirement;

2. Amends the Act to require registration of a person sentenced after September 17, 1999 for a 
crime added after that date to the Act;

3. Amends the Act to not require verifications to be sent if the verification requirement has been 
suspended and to change the time period from 90 days to three months in order to require 
only four verifications a year. The bill also amends the law to clarify that in-person verification 
should occur every five years on the anniversary of the initial registration;

4. Amends the Act to require verifications from lifetime registrants who move to Maine from 
other jurisdictions; 

5. Amends the Act to begin the registration period only after the duty to register has occurred;
6. Amends the Act to allow the Department of Public Safety, State Bureau of Identification to 

suspend the verification requirement for a registrant who is incarcerated, incapacitated or 
hospitalized; and

7. Amends the Act to provide for notice if a custodian of records certification is challenged.

With respect to the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 2013, Chapter 280:
1. Amends the Act to make the crime of gross sexual assault against a person with intellectual 

disabilities or autism receiving services from a program of the Department of Health and 
Human Services a Tier II offense regardless of the age of the victim;

2. Amends the Act to include incest with prior convictions as a Tier III offense;
3. Amends the Act to clarify that the bureau’s duty to collect and post information occurs after 

the initial registration form is received;
4. Amends the Act to not require verifications to be sent if the verification requirement has been 

suspended, to change the time period from 90 days to three months for Tier III registrants in 
order to require only four verifications a year and to change the time period from 180 days to 
six months for Tier II registrants;

5. Amends the Act to allow the bureau to suspend the verification requirement for a registrant 
who is incapacitated or hospitalized;



LD 1413: An Act To Allow an   Public Law 282
Attorney To Speak or Provide a 
Written Statement for a Victim 
at Sentencing 
Sponsors: Senator Roger Katz & Representative Erin 
Herbig

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 282 allows an attorney for a 
victim of a crime to submit a written statement or speak 
on the victim’s behalf in the court sentencing procedure.

LD 1180: An Act To Require  Public Law 292 
Education in Public Preschool 
Programs and Elementary Schools 
Regarding Child Sexual Abuse
Sponsor: Representative Joyce Maker

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 292 provides that the 

Beginning in 2017, all 
school staff and faculty 
will need to have training 
on CSA awareness and 
response, all students 
will need to have 
prevention education, 
and schools must have 
policies and protocols 
for how to respond to 
disclosures and make 
reports.

Commissioner of Education must develop a model policy on child sexual abuse prevention education 
and response for public preschool programs and elementary schools. The law requires the Department 
of Education to develop the model policy by July 1, 2016, to make the model policy available to school 
administrative units and to assist school administrative units in developing their own policies for child 
sexual abuse prevention education and response, based upon the model policy, which schools must 
develop for the 2017-2018 school year.
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6. Amends the violations section in the Act to include cross-references to relevant provisions of the 
Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999; and

7. Amends the Act to provide for notice if a custodian of record certification is challenged.

LD 861: An Act To Protect Victims of Domestic     Public Law 293 
Violence, Sexual Assault or Stalking
Sponsor: Senator Bill Diamond

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 293 amends the laws governing residential leases in instances where a tenant 
is a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking. It prohibits a landlord from evicting a tenant 
because of an instance of domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking. It also renders the perpetrator 
liable for certain damages.
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Among several 
other protections, 
a landlord may not 
evict a tenant solely 
on the basis of being 
a sexual violence 
(including sex 
trafficking), domestic 
violence, or stalking 
victim. 

LD 1439: An Act To Establish   Public Law 299 
a Secure Internet-based
Background Check Center 
for Providers of Long-term 
Care, Child Care and In-home 
and Community-based
Services
Sponsored: Senator David Burns

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 299 establishes an interagency 
comprehensive background check program to protect Maine 
citizens vulnerable to abuse, neglect or exploitation by 
individuals in positions of trust who are charged with the 
physical and financial care of these individuals. Providers are 
required to perform background checks prior to hiring new 
direct care workers as well as current on direct access 

personnel. It creates the Background Check Center, which allows direct access care providers to secure 
background information from abuse and neglect databases, sex offender registries, the registry of 
certified nursing assistants and direct care workers, professional licensing authorities, Medicare and 
Medicaid exclusion databases and criminal history record repositories. The Background Check Center 
provides a report that identifies offenses that disqualify an individual from employment as a direct 
access worker. It also authorizes a system of continued criminal record monitoring through a rap back 
program to ensure that employers are informed of any new disqualifying criminal offense that may 
occur after a direct access worker’s initial background check. It provides for a conditional employment 
process that allows direct access workers to correct inaccurate background check report records and 
procedures to gradually implement background checks for current employees. It establishes a process 
for an individual who has a disqualifying offense to secure a waiver from the employment ban. It 
establishes compliance requirements including penalties and the impact of violations on provider 
licensing for noncompliance with the requirements.  

LD 1272: An Act To Strengthen the        Public Law 306 
Protections for Senior Citizens in the 
State (Emergency)
Sponsor: Senator David Burns

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 306 strengthens the protections for senior citizens in the State by amending 
the purposes of the criminal sentencing provisions to specifically reference the factor of a victim’s 
ability to self-protect due to age and by specifically including financial exploitation in the definition 
of “abuse.” The Attorney General may accept funds to fund on a limited-period basis positions within 
the Department of the Attorney General to investigate and prosecute the financial exploitation of 
dependent adults. Public Law 2015, chapter 306 was enacted as an emergency measure effective July 
6, 2015.



LD 756: An Act To Enhance the Address       Public Law 313 
Confidentiality Program Regarding Property Records
Sponsor: Representative Michelle Dunphy

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 313 amends the Address Confidentiality Program to clarify when the 
address or mailing address may be released to law enforcement or other governmental entities. 
It also adds a provision to the tax laws allowing an Address Confidentiality Program participant to 
request that the municipal assessor redact the participant’s name on the declaration of value form 
on file at the municipal office prior to disclosure.
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LD 679: An Act To Prohibit  Public Law 339
the Unauthorized  
Distribution of Certain 
Private Images
Sponsor: Representative Kenneth Fredette

Enacted Law Summary

The unauthorized 
distribution of certain 

private images is now a 
Class D crime.

Public Law 2015, chapter 339 prohibits unauthorized dissemination of certain private images. The 
law prohibits the dissemination of images that show a person in a state of nudity or engaged in a 
sexual act or engaged in sexual contact if the dissemination is done: 

• In a manner in which there is no public or newsworthy purpose;
• With the intent to harass, torment or threaten; and
• The actor knows or should have known that the person depicted is an adult, is identifiable 

from the image or from information displayed with the image and has not consented to the 
dissemination, display or publication of the images.    

Chapter 339 amends protection from abuse procedure to allow a complaint to be filed by a victim 
of unauthorized dissemination of certain private images without regard to whether a criminal 
prosecution has occurred. It designates unauthorized dissemination of certain private images as a 
Class D crime. It provides exceptions for lawful and common practices of medical treatment, images 
that involve voluntary exposure in a public or commercial setting and interactive computer and 
information services as defined in 47 United States Code, Sections 153 and 230(f)(2).

LD 921: An Act To Strengthen the Right of a Victim of            Public Law 343
Sexual Assault or Domestic Violence To Take Necessary 
Leave from Employment and To Promote Employee 
Social Media Privacy
Sponsor: Representative Matthea Daughtry

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 343, Part A changes the penalties that may be assessed for violations of 
the employment leave for victims of violence law, as follows.



LD 210: An Act To Provide for Special  Public Law 354 
Restrictions on Dissemination and Use
of Criminal History Record Information 
for Class E Crimes Committed by an Adult 
under 21 Years of Age
Sponsor: Senator Linda Valentino

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 354 establishes a process to apply special restrictions on the dissemination 
and use of criminal history record information about a Class E criminal conviction, other than a 
conviction for a sexual assault, if the person committed the crime when at least 18 years of age but no 
more than 21. The person must have no other convictions and no charges pending. The person must 
file a motion with the court in the underlying criminal proceeding to apply for the special treatment.
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Upon receipt of a court order, the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, State 
Bureau of Identification must promptly alter its records relating to the person’s qualifying criminal 
conviction to reflect that future dissemination of this criminal history record information must be 
pursuant to the new procedure.

The criminal history record information relating to the criminal conviction is confidential and may 
not be disseminated by a criminal justice agency, whether directly or through any intermediary, 
except to the person and to a criminal justice agency for the purpose of the administration of 
criminal justice and criminal justice agency employment. Unlawfully releasing the restricted 
information is a violation of the release of confidential information under the criminal history 
record information laws.

If the person is convicted of a subsequent crime, the person is required to file a written notice in 
the underlying criminal proceeding.

The provisions establishing the process to apply special restrictions on the dissemination and use 
of criminal history record information about an eligible criminal conviction are repealed October 1, 
2019.

• It increases the fine from up to $200 per violation to up to 
$1,000 per violation and provides that the fine applies only 
to denials of leave in violation of the law.

• It provides that, for denial of leave in violation of the law, 
the employer must pay the affected individual an amount 
three times the total assessed fines.

• It provides that, for termination in connection with 
exercising a right granted under the law, the affected 
individual may choose either to receive an amount three 
times the total assessed fines or reemployment with the 
employer with back wages.

Victims of sexual 
assault have 

a right to take 
necessary leave 

from work for 
court and medical 

appointments 
that are a direct 

result of their 
victimization. 
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LD 431: An Act To Strengthen the Laws        Public Law 357
Prohibiting Stalking
Sponsor: Senator David Burns

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 357 changes the laws on repeat offenses of 
stalking and expands the crime of stalking to include conduct directed 
at or concerning a group of persons. The law does the following:

• Expands the crime of stalking to include conduct directed at or 
concerning a group of persons, designating this crime as a Class 
C crime. In sentencing, the court is required to use a two-step 
process in which a base term of imprisonment of one year is 
imposed in step one and adjustment to that term is imposed in 
step two;  

• Designates as a Class B crime a repeat offense of stalking a 
group of persons and escalates that crime to a Class B crime, 

One prior 
conviction 

of stalking is 
now sufficient 

to enhance 
penalties for 
subsequent 

stalking 
convictions. 

requiring the court to use a two-step process, first determining a base term of 
imprisonment of two years and then adjusting that term after considering the fact of the 
stalking and aggravating and mitigating factors, including the impact on the victim; and

• Changes the escalation of criminal penalties for subsequent convictions of stalking, with 
one prior conviction for stalking or violation of a protective order now being sufficient 
to enhance penalties. Subsequent convictions are still Class C crimes, but the law adds a 
mandatory minimum sentence of one year.

LD 512: An Act To Implement Certain        Public Law 358
Recommendations of the Criminal Law 
Advisory Commission Relative to the 
Maine Criminal Code
Sponsor: Representative Lori A. Fowle

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 358 implements the following Criminal Law Advisory Commission 
recommendations respecting the Maine Criminal Code, including:

• It elevates to Class A crimes in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17-A, section 208 those 
forms of bodily injury. 

• It amends Title 17-A, section 1201 to specify that when a court sentences a person to a term 
of imprisonment for a sex offense followed by a period of supervised release, as authorized 
by Title 17-A, chapter 50, that person is not eligible for the imposition of a sentence 
alternative that includes a period of probation.

• It amends Title 17-A, section 1231, subsection 6 regarding supervised release for sex 
offenders to make clear that, in the event the court revokes a period of supervised release 
and instead requires the person to serve time in prison, any remaining portion of the period 



LD 651: An Act To Amend Maine’s Sex                 Public Law 360 
Trafficking and Prostitution Law
Sponsor: Senator Amy Volk

Enacted Law Summary
Public Law 2015, chapter 360 adds the crime of aggravated sex trafficking to the list of prior 
offenses that are used to enhance a charge of sex trafficking from a Class D to a Class C crime if a 
defendant has been convicted of two or more of the offenses. The law amends the Child and Family 
Services and Child Protection Act by adding to the definition of “abuse and neglect” various criminal 
offenses relating to sexual exploitation, prostitution and sex trafficking of minors and by creating a 
rebuttable presumption of a parent’s unwillingness or inability to protect a child from jeopardy in 
considering the termination of parental rights if a child for whom the parent was responsible is the 
victim of sexual exploitation, sex trafficking or aggravated sex trafficking.

• of supervised release that is not required to be served in prison may not run during the time 
the person is in prison, and must resume after the person is released from prison.

• It amends Title 17-A, section 1252, subsection 4-E regarding imprisonment for a conviction of 
gross sexual assault against a person under 12 years of age to stipulate that supervised release 
is required following the term of imprisonment.
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